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: FRQCELEDTINGS
2 : 2:05 p.m.}
3 MR. TYRRFIT.:  L've turned on my tape
q vecorder, Tt 1a 0704 Hastern Slandard Time on
5 Tuesday, February, the 20th, and I'm Lalking to Mr.
6 John Hall. |
] Mr. Hall, I was wondering 1L you could sbtazl
) by explaining to me how Lhis trip was arranged in the
) firsl place.
10 ‘ Mit. HATT:  The trip was arrvanged, slartod in
il March of 2000. I was involved wilh a company Lhal
Lz originaily was going to organize a golf tonrnament with
13 Lhe USS Miszsouri. TL involved Lhe Navy Ledgue,
11 The net effect of all of that is, to make a
15 long story short, the Navy Teague wasn't able to got
ie everything organiced like they had Lold us they were
1 going Lo do. And Lhe goll tournuameni just couldn't bt::‘
(R organized in the short rtime it needed rto e donc.
13 T was supposed Lo hdave happened in January
26 of this yecar, and they just couldn't organize it.  4Ana
P
' 21 so 1t was scuttled, or canceled and was stoppoed.
22 And we started again this yosr where we had
23 enowgh Lime Lo do Lt.
24 Gasad on thal, my association in meollng
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i these people au the Missouri and subsequentiy, that's
< new I gol on -- that's how I got the opportunity to
K or%anize the sub ride.
3 EXAMINAITI OGN
S BY MR, TYRRFRLL:
6 ¢ How docs one o about actually crganizing one
i of these visits?
3 A Well, in my casce, while we were there ToUTing
9 Lhe Missouri and having dinner with those peonle and
10 discussing the golf tournament, you know, i found ot
11 H'monet sure cxactly how © found owt bul I
1z found out that you could, in [auy, visit cither surfacce
13 ships or submarines and that there were civilians that
14 were allowed on these Lrips.
15 And so based on that, T =zaid that would be
1€ great, That would be an opportunity ol a life tirc.
17/ I'd love to work on that.
L3 50, over the course of the QCdr, wher wo
L3 started the golf tournament and thern when it was
20 cancelaod, you know, we just kept lebbying that we'd
oo like to be able to do this.
a2 0 And who 1n the Navy would ke --
23 N Well, in my case, that contact was Mickey -
24 Nolan. Ckay? liis conlact was Admiral Mackey.
25 Q Admiral Mackey?
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1 A But. I di&n’t have direct contact with Admirzi

2 Mackey so much 25 - - I've only met him Lwice. It was

3 pr{marily Mickey Nelan initially and tnen T Lhink =c

ul had discussions with admirat Muckey.

5 And admiral Mackey, T'wm told now, organized

6 Lhe vrip. .

i Q Okay. And Mr. Nolan lives in Honolulu?

8 T3S That's correct.

9 Q And so he was close Lo where --
TG A Well, he was :nvolved in the golf tournshmﬂr.
[ vl O, okady.
12 A And the golil fournament subseguently dadn't
13 go oflL Lor the reasons 1 stated.
14 Q Okay. When you were planning the trip, did
15 the Navy give any -- «h, I don't know -~ did bthey put
1€ any restrictions on it during the planning process? On
17 what you could do and nown do?
18 Or, did they tell you anylhing abourn what

19 types of things would be available doring the trip?
20 | A No. What the Navy said, Lhe Navy issusd Lo o

721 one or two-page letter, told you the kind of clothing

22 to wear, whal. was allowed and whal wasn't allowgd.
23 T'd have to find that piece of paper. R
24 Pictures wouldn't be allowed unless the Captain
25 approved them.  They wouldn't allow —-- he had a cerlain
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1 kind of clothing to wegr.

2 They didn't -+ 1L was a praferable type of

3 clothing to wear.

4 They stated Lhul it was possiblo Lhoe

S submarine may have ts go on on active duty ohase, and

5 you may havs o be retrieved and sent back to porl on a

! surface zhip, i the sub didn't come back on its

8 own, For inslaace.

9 And they wouldn't tell you whoether thart was
10 Lhe cage or not, T agsune, for securily., Thoy wouldin'l
11 want you Lo know whether Lhe sub was going oul or
12 coming back.

13 nnd there was a, Like | =3id, & cuec-pags isl

that kind of faid out all the differsnt thinags.

=
o

-
ES 1

Q Lf you e [ind that and you can sona mne a
16 opy, F'd be very appreciative.
17 & All right, sir, I'll look.

18 Q A1l right.
19 A T may have it. I way pot have it. Buz, '1}

20 ne happy to look.

21 Q I appreciato iL,

22 A But, that was in -- that was issued hy “he --
23 was it Lhe subpack? -

A4 Q Right. Okavy.
25 N T got that & weak ahcad ol Lime,
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Q L see. Did they ever put any restrictions on

the number of pceople in the group?
s
A No.o Nob as L recall, allhougi: | mhink woe
were probably reaching Lheir upper limits, that tioy
probably -- Lhoere was never aclually any discussion of
how manry could and how couldn't. ’

In our group, we thought il was 14 going
originally, and I'm sure you'rc aware that the Clarys
were not part of our original group.

¢ Right. Righl.. Wcll, when Lhay znew that you
had a group of fourtcean, did the Navy comment in any
way aboul the number of pceple in ihoe group?

A No, sir.

MR. PTYRRFTL: [ was wondoering now 1f you
Guulad Lhiak back to the morning that you wenl on Lhe
trip. And if you coculd jﬁst give me a running
narrat.ive of what you did and what vou saw, whal you
heard througheut the day, starting with when you
arrived at the subbasc in Pearl Harbor,

T

MR, HALL: We arrived at the sub-basa Tull of
anticipation for an cppornunity of o lilcelimc., We were
mer. by the Captain, Lhe X0 and the Chial in the boat,
and it was docked there in Pearl Harbor.

They cxpiainced to us Lhal. this would be @
great day and thal Lhey were going to do seme Lraining
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I missions that day,uand Lhat they wers hapoy Lo have ne
2 apoard.  And they wanled us to engage Luelr crew in,
3 yoii know, don'l just be -- be happy te talk To anybody
4 in the crew. The crew will talk Lo you.
e And it was gelng no be a nice day that day.
6 Towas osunny when we ieft, actually. L don'l think 3t
/ changed, the wealher, changed later in Lhoe day,
8 although when you're in a submarine, you don't really
) realize that, or you don'l know.
19 : MR. 'TY®RRFRLL: That's true.
M MR. HALL: But, it started out a nice, sunny
1z morning, 2t [east whoen we went out.
13 wWe lTeft - we all came abcard, wenl down Lho
14 hack hatch, went to the Crew mess.  And were bricofed by
15 the Ceprain, Lthe X0 on what wa could do and what we
le couldn't do in the hxat.
17 We had Lwo juniar officers but senicer an the i
18 hoat thart would lead tours. Wf:. broke us up inlke Lwe
14 groups. And going out, they would lead tours.
20 Evaryreedy had the opportunity 1T think tho
P 2L wanted to o go ap Lo Lhe conndng tower o Lthe way oul,
22 which was quire a thrill, agctuallv. That's what you
273 really Lhink about when you think about submarines 5
24 thal submarine going out and youﬂre on the conning
25 towor,
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L was pretty improessive.

MR. TYREELL: I'1) bet 1L was.

o

MR. HALL: At any rate, we cidn'l go anywhere
on that beat but what you didn'l have somaboay wilh
you, an offlicer.

And we went Lo, from a tour slandeoint on the
way out, we went Lo cverywhere they'd let us go, W
couldn'l go anywhere aftnr the crew mess bocuauss that's
wheore their propulsion system «nd engineering is.

And @0 the crew mess, went to the officers’
ward room, saw the officers' quarters, Lne crew
quarters, saw the Lorpedo roow. We saw the sonar roor.

We saw Lhe control room,

Those are the areas that we were allowed Lo

go .
MR. TYRKFTLT.: Okay.
MR. HALL: And during thce day -- and as you

)

wont Lo these differenl places, they had sailors ther

o

who explained whal Lhey did.

And we had discussions.  You weres allowed to
ask any questions. In Lhis one pisce of paper Lhot was
sent oul by the military, or the Navy, ir said that if
you asked 4 guestion and you don't gel an answer, don't
be offended.  1t's jusl because bthey don't choose Lo
answer tnal. quastion.

~
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1 Tt eilher has something to do thal's
2 classilicd or they don't carce Lo have you know.
3 . And that was prelly evident beccause as you
4 get to these differcenl places and yon ask questlions
5 and, yeu know, if 1t was nou soemclhing they wanted o
o tell you, inastead ol nolL answearing, they just said, "t
7 cAn't answer thap gquestion.”
8 1 must tell you, Lhis Captain and the Cfficcer
9 aroup and the crew was highly motlivaled, most very
10 profcssional.  Unbelievable... you've got young guys
11 and you've got middle-aged guys and you've got even a
12 few oldor guys. The older gquys being prebably not much
i3 past forty. That's old Lor the military, | rthink.
14 But, really, a very professional group.  Kind
15 ol on poinl most ol Lhe Lime that I ever, 1 mean, nwmy
1€ discussions with every one of them, they couldn'l have
17 beerr nicar and more accommedating to us. “
18 We -- they didn'y, for instance, in Lhe
19 control room, you ceuldn't look -- you know, they
26 didn't want you dealing with -- Choy would just give
! 2 Cyou parvameters as [arvas-saying how Last they could go,
22 how deep they could go.
23 They would say, lor instasce, "not. more than -
24 800 feel" or "not faster than Twanty knots,
4% You know, you gel the impression they could
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<o more than that but they'rce not going to Leli you

Lhat.

S0 they were vory informative as Lhey went

3

about thelr pusiness. It wus always business f{irst obut
Lhey were very informative.  L[f you ausked o question,
Lhey would do Lhelr best to answer it

And Lhe Lour was, you know, guite frankly,
the Lours were fairly eaéy. I mean a submarine is a
vory tight place.

Nave you been in o submorinc?

MR. TYRRWLL: Yes. I have.

MR. HALL: VYou know, when ycu go, you know,
and Lthe sallors are always moving around doing al)
kinds of things. They're always going aboul the'r
business.  You know, and as you go through S passagc,
you have to turn sideways to get through them.

MR. U'¥YRRELL: Righl,

MR. HALL: I mean it is by its nature a
tight, compact place.

MR. TYRRLELL: When you waore going on Lhe
tour, was thal aboul the time that the gsubmarine first
submerged?

MR. HALL: Thal's correct, I mean as it was .

going cul., Remember, T said we got in ho corew's mouss
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1 "Well, vv;:’re going to divides you up into rtwn
2 groups and you each have an officcr and he'll Lake you
3 B{Bund to the differenl stations. And vou'll discuss
3 in each dafferent station wilh the seaman or officers
5 who are there,"” which is what Lhey did.
b 30 we had an escort, o babyyiller, 1{ you
7 fike. And as we went Lo cach one of rhese stations,
3 whoever was on station or on walch, 1l you had
G questions, they'd answer them.
10 MR. TYRRELL: Were vow in the control rocm
g when they submerged?
12 MR. HALL: No, I was actually on the conning
13 TOWer . 1 was one of the laslh ones Lo cone down.
14 MR. TYRRELL: On, okay.
IS MR. HALL: I don't think I was with Lho iast
1€ group but 1 was cne of the lasi. T was in the crew
L mase probably when we submerged because I came down and
13 waont, slrajght to the crow. .
19 MKR. TYRRulLlL: | see, | see. When you went
20 into the sanar room, can you describe for me whal von
- 21 did there?
22 When vou went into the sonar room, can you
‘23 describe for me what you did Lhere and hew long you
74 were therce, and what they said Lo yau?
Zh MR. HALL: Pvohably, Live to ton minutes. |
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don't know, IL's ﬁard Lo relate to time when you'ro
down there becauses, one, you're anlicipaling learning
ne& stuff and this is a neat deal.

There were four men in Lhe sonar room atb
screens and one man sifting standing behind Lhoem.

It was dark in that they were either - I
don't remember i they were running -- what color
lights they were running, bnt T den't chink they were -
- 1L might have been a blue light, kind of.

And Lhey explained to you how the sonar

“

works. Pretty dull fto me but | sit there and listan to
Lhat .

MR. TYRRILL: (Laughing).

MR. TIALL: Dut, | mean they explain it and
you watah it and T mean T don'l know than T could sht
there fnr six hours on a watch and do what Lhey do.

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. HALL: But, then they also had some tapes
of going out, that thc whalcs that they pul in, and
say, "ALL righl, here's whal a whale sounds like."

They actually had some tapes that would give
vou dilferant scunds because I don't think there was
much in the area to listen Le on the exlsting sonar, i

MR. TYRRELL: T see.

MR. HALL: 50 they cxplained that. and I
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don't think we staycd In the sonar room all that Long.

<

MR. TYRRELL: !low many peopic were Iin your

.
]

gréup afrer they split you up?

Mr. HALL: Well, uh, six or sowvion.

M. TYRRELT.: Wers you all in Lhe sonar room
together? R

MR. HALL: No. You pesused Lhiough. You
krow, becauss the nallways, you can't pul sceven pooplo
in cne of these litile rooms iike that at one time, in
the scnar room. It isn't bkig enough to put seven in
Lhose.

MR. TYFRRELI.: OKay.
MR. [AZL: &o the first three or four go in
there.  And Lhen Lhey, as they move on to the next
ar&a, then the next three or four come in there.

MR. ''YRRELL: When you go into the control
room after the submarine was submerged, did they darken
the room, or did it have regular ambient light?

I mean, not ampicnl light bul --

MR. HALlL: The first time T was in the
control room, it was not dark.

Okavy.

MR. TYRRELL: It was not dark.

MR. HALL: and l'm not sure T ovar recall il
belng adrk. T recall the sonar room heing dark DUT
he conl rol roon baing dark.

doi't recall
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1 MR. TYRRFELL: Okay. 1L just ccourred Lo me.
2 I've talked to ten ol Lhe guests and 7 never asked
3 Lhem whelher the lights were oun {laughing).

A MR. HALL: No, I don't reccall it being dark,

5 to be frank wilh you.

& MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Now I daderstand Lhat it

7 wasn't until afler funch that they sLarled putting the

8 submarine through these (raining maneuvers?

9 MR. HALL: T lhink rhat's probably true. We
10 g Tunch &l o prelty good ﬂepth. Ancd T know gl Lheat
L1 depth they wanced to retrieve some walor [rom the
12 torpedo tubcs becausce we all goft a botrle of waler
13 Lested Lo a certain depth.

19 And L think we had lunch and Lhen T Lhink we
15 started Lo o the different maneuver:s.

16 MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Can you describe [or me

17 how bhe mnaneuvers —— whal manenvers were executed and
14 where Lhe guests were, and that sort ¢l Lhing?
16 . MR. HALL: Well, you know, during Lhe day, as
24 vou teonk Lhese tours, you got an opportunity Lo ollLhcr
’ A1 bo oxplained to or try certain things.
o2 MR. TYRRELT.: Riqght.
23 MR. HATL: Early on, I think everybody who -
24 warled L geot an opportunity to sit at ong ol Lhe
én controls. Okay?
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L And T actually didn't do Lhat because it just
7 didn' look that interesting to me Lo sit Lhere and
3 look al a dial and held on to, you know, a stecring

4 wheel. Okay?

5 MR. TYRRFTJI.: Right.

6 MR. HALL: Boecausce all you're really doing is
K Llooking al a dial and a man sits, you know, o Chict

8 sits behind you who actually -- see, I understand

9 something about airplanes.

13 So what they tfy to Jdo is trim this suab up

11 Lhe same way you trim an airplane up so that an

12 airplanc gocs through the air, 2 submarine goes Lhrough
13 the water with the leasl resistanee,
14 MR. TYRRFLT.: Right.

13 MK. HALL: Angd it's not just cne gquy who

14 conlrely Lhis, TL'as quite a few people who have to be
17 in sink in order to make the sub go through that water ‘
18 and de the things il needs to do as efficiently as Lt
19 needs Lo do it.
20 MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

w
: 21 MR. HALL: T didn'L actually ever sit st the

22 controls because it just didn't look that appealing Lo
23 me,  Bul, T think most pecple in our party at one time -
24 or another, carly on before lunch, had the vpporlunily
25 to do that.
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1 MR TYRHELL: Dkay.
2 MR. HALL: When we started after lunch and we
3 st;rted th2 certain dillerent maneuvers, J know v did
1 some -— he wenl inlo some high-speed maneuvers.  And L
o} don't know that | really understand what he actually
< did orhcr than 1 know we did somns banking at 1b, 20 or
Vi 2% degrees on both ways. 1 know he did some high-speod
8 turns underwater.
9 And then we did this emergency blow down Lo
1o Lhe top.  Ana Lhen woe were headed home.  LExcept we
N dicn't head home.
12 MR. TYRRELL: Do you remember when they wantl
13 Lo periscope depth?
14 MR. HALL: I do.
ib MR. TYRRELL: Can you describe that process
16 and where vou ware? Where cverybody clse was, 1L you
1 can remempber? )
18 MR. HALI: T can't describe whare everyhody
19 else was. { can pretty -- | can describe where I was.
20 MR, TYRRETT.: Al right.
7 21 MR. HALI,: Affer we had done these mancuvoers,
22 banking maneuvers and high-speed turns -- because Lhey
23 were al a pretty good depth when he did thal - he& then

said, "wo're going Lo do this cmergency Dlow-cdown,”

3N
o
N

25 and then he asked me if T'd like the honor of
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1 palling the Lwoe levers for “malance' ploluwre., And then
2 o I'm in the left in the - have vou bheen 1n the
3 conbttol room?

J MR. TYRRELL: Yes.

5 MR. HALL: Ckay, &0 you know ycu have the two

9 steering columns and the Chict sits behind the Lwo

? stegrinv columns, right?

i MR. TYRRELLD: Right.

9 MR, HALL: And to Zhe Jeft of that ig wherc
10 ancthoer sesman does —— Lhere's numbers and gauges there
il and switches and things. And than's whcre I was, Lo
12 Lhe telt of those.

13 I think T was up Xind of towards the side ol
14 the wall 90 degrees from those two driving positions,
15 wre Liese TwWo valves.
16 And thev're kind of high up on L purel .
17 50, when e told me to do Lhat, 1 movod over
18 and mot Lhis partisular seaman and he stariod
19 explatning fo me how this drill wuas going Lo go.
2C And ne did it abont three times because S

y
21 want. fo make sure that it wasn'l going to be any kKind
22 of serew-up. L wantod Lo make sure T can do whal T owas
23 supposcd £ do. i
24 mnd while he was exglaining that Lo me,
25 sverybody else was kind ol gefting ovganizow, meaning
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crew, the capladln.
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-
3
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T

I mean, 1T wasn't paying a wnole lot of

attention to whal was going on olher than, okay, my jobk

iz going te be this. You know, ven're going Lo hoeac
three bells.  And when you do that, yeu'll pull Lhese -
they unlock these twe levers. You pull them down.
You have Lo count ouf Toud for ren secends. And then
you push them back up and lock thom back ol pl&ue.
And then you sit down. Thual was my
inzbructions.  Okay?

MR. TYRRiELi.:  Okay.

(o

MR. HATL:  So we go Lo pariscope depth.
There 1s an Officer of the wWwatch. Lt happened to be 3
guy named Cchen, a younger guy, a young JG, | think,
And he mekes a ceupls of turng.  Dossn’i say
a whole Tot. Makes a couples of turns on the
periscopes.  And the Captain says, "T want te scoe.”

And he steps up and he takes o counle of

turns.

and he actually asks Lhe poriscops To go up
two Leet.  He just said, "Up lwo," is what his words
ware, és I recall.

And then he Look a couple of more turns.

Now Lhers arc flat screcns in there but wherc
T sit, you don'l reaily see them becauase i'wm all the
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way to the lcll side of the submarine and I'm, vou
know, right there where a1l those switches, gauges and

dials azre

o

And, you ¥k¥now, you've got, well, vou just
don't sese it because they're not readily cauy Lecr you
to see at that point where you sit thgre.

But, you know, everyhody else n @ur group —-
T won'ft speculars, but everybody elsc in our groupsy
says "you can't see anything on those (lal screens . ™

I mean, you know, whatever they see in the
[,')(_".!_'j Soope, you See.

MR. TYRRELL: QKkay.

MR. HALL: 3o then we go sce -- T beliove he
said "Lel's go to 400.7 And so -- and the sub actually
goes down Lhere quite quickly. t'm amazed at how this
big, mammoth thing moves pretty quick.

He dgoes to 400. He ran Lhrough a whele ounch
of checks, me and Lho uQiIOrs, talking back Lo nim.
uim_agfueing.or just, yon know; ackpowledging them.

And Lhon wo startad this procedure and Lthoere
were whree bells, boom, boom, boom. Amnd Lhen the

I 1

sallor next to me sald, "Oxay. And T pulled these Lwo

lovers oul. and 1 counted out loud Lo ften -- "A thousand

one, thousand two, Lhousand three.”
1 really had to kind of yell ir out. Put the
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two Jevers back in. The seaman said, "Sit down.”™ And
T.sat down. Andi that submarins Lhen began Lo risc veary
qu‘l crly.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. And can you C3rry on
with ihe narrative of what happened next?
MR. HALLL: Well, that submarXing camc oul of

that water pretty quick.

gut,

Wi, knoew, you don '

yeu

water uantil you start to feel thal

forward.

And, you know,
day was like in an airliner whoen
nose
TYRRELL:

MR. Right.

MR. HALL: Well,

s,

becavsze you can fecl Lt starting to -- Lhe scensation of
J

‘togoing forward, you know,

And about. Lhoe

sonsation Lo come cdown, there was

noise.
shaok.
al.- that point,

Mad, nh,

what the hoil was rhat?"

"Jesus,
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i And he immediateiy, we're all sitting Lherc
7 kindgd of -+ stunned jg not the word because we don'l
3 kﬁaw. I mean woe'd never done this patore.
4 But, vyou know something wasn't riaht,
5 cispecially when he said that. And be lmmediately
6 rturncd and gol on the periscope. )
7 And it wasn't but a few scconds later that ho
g says, "We have hit the ship." And he named it.  So he
] nest have been able to see the slarn cleardy in the
10 periscope.
11 And he said, "Would my guests go inmedialely
12 te Lhe crew mess?h
13 And evorybody jusl startoed getting out of
i1 therc. And the crew moss s not very --— ibL's down ane
15 deck.  DBut, you have to go f[orward ahout six, eight,
16 ten (eet and you hit a stalrwell and you ge down that
17 stairwell.,  And you come back, you know, ton feel and .
18 you're in the crew mess,
19 So we didn't take toang to ast te Lhe crow
20 V mess.  And when we gol to the - | was one ol the -- T
g Z1 wits aboul probably Lhe third or fourlh person down to
22 Fhe crew mess.
23 And there is a big, flat screern in the crew )
24 mess.  And when you went in Lhere, you could actuaily
25 see tho ship. And it was, by my estimations, | didn'l
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1 think the ship was very pig because it didn't -- therc
2 - wasn't & whole iob of 1t in Lhe woter, up sticking
3 ngVC Lthe water.
q T T had To gunrs -- and 1l'm not going Lo
5 guess, but that ship didn't lock very big Lo me. FRut,
) you could clearly see it was a ship.

T didn't sce any life rafls. [ didn't see

~i

aa

anylhing like that. BRut, you could see the ship. NAnd

Q 50, obviously, the periscope was following the ship .
10 hecause -~ and we weren't in bhe orew mess twanty

11 scconds as a group oncoe we all geot thare, when Lhe

12 seaman said:

i3 "We nesd to move you to the torpedo room.  We
14 need te convert this mess over to 2 first ald station.”

15 MR. TYRRELL: Okay.

16 MR. NBALL: S0, ©wo seamen lad us all down Lo

[ the torpede room.  And thal's on the same -- that's on -
18 Lhe sume level as the crew maess.  So o yon jusi have o

15 go forward,

+0 Rad Lt didrn't take leung Lo gel us in Lhore.

rd
21 And, of course, we're all kind of shook bocause now all
22 of us as a group are sLanding in the torpedo room.  And
23 quys are ggoing back and forth at & fast pace, )
24 hurriedly. Grabbing all kinds or stutr.
25 And a loL of Lhings were stored in the
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Lorpedo room. There's extra rsoom there -- 4 Jot of

Tirst aid, 2 lob ol ropes, rope ladder gaffs, and that

A

kind of thing.
And we actually nelped thom,  The calls are

ail lashed dowr so I helped thom unitash sowe gaffs. Ro

helped 0 puass some ropes over, e helped o pazs &

ladder over because they had to arawl up on where tne
rorpedocs 81t on 3 rack.

And on the ruck in-betwoon thore ware no
rorpedoes. S0 that whoale rack was kind ol barren,

Bul, down in-hetwoeen there, you had to araw! wp on too

Lhw cack Lo get fhal stuf? cur.

in
o
(o]

MR. TYRRELL: T

MR. HALL: S0 wc helped to pass it oul.  and,
poriodicatly, ollicers would come and go and tell wusz
what's going on. Plus, we can hoar cverything on the
interasom.

MR. 'PYRRETT.:  Can you Lell me some of tho
things that you heard over the intercom?

MR. HALL: Yes. I heard tha caplain ooms

fter tihis happened ana

o

cver the inlercom nct very iong a
we gol in Lhe norpedo room. He rold bils crew that they
wore trainred to -- ihat there had boen Lhils accidant
cocurred, we had hit the ship and Lthere were 1il¢ boals
in the water and people in the life boats.
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1 He didn't see anybody in Lhe walcezr that
Z w§sn’t in a 1ife hoat. And they woere Lrained for Lhis,
3 L; render assistance and for the crew to, even tThough
4 the adrenalin is pumping, to slow down, Lhink what
L they're doing it and do Lt the proper way.
6 I remember him saying that. " le then said --
7 there were a lol of announcements, some by him, some by
8 other crew officers, obviously.
i Thore was some discussicn.  Thoy cvidenply -
10 and this 15 g Tillle bit of speculation on my pact.
1l Bul, we were zitting down in Lhe torpodo room and we
17 can' L osee anything or deo anylhing, and cnly what we
13 hear.
it I think they had, whoover wag in Lhe conning
1% Lower was trying rto communicate wilh whoover was in the
16 lite boat. They couldn't communicaloe.  Thoy dida't
17 know whether Lhey wore Japanese or Chinese to begin »
18 with bhecauses the word came down:
19 "Noes snybody speak Japanese or Chinese?"
AG Because they didn't know. And whoover was in hose
’ 2 Life boats didn't spoeak any English.
s S you find out later Lhe caplsin s one at
23 thosa 1ife boats and he didn't speak any knglish. -
24 And 1 think then there was < discussion over
25 rhat as they come down that thev couldn’l -- before I

EXECUTIVE COURT RREPORTERS, TINC.
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B ‘aft the crew mess, which I hadn't been in Lhere
é twenty, Lhirty seconds -- maybe a minule at the most,
3 th il was apout 20 plus seconds belore we ali qol
4 down. And we couldn’'t have all beern thare 20 seconds
5 before Lhey herded us cut as 4 group.
t But, it took, you know, a good rninulec, minute
7 and a half to gel everybody down thare.
3 Thers was a diver ready Lo go-- 1f vyou qo
2 past the olllcer's mess golng aft, that's where the
10 haloh 1s, about six to eight, Loen feet.
11 L m=an, not Lhoe officer bul Lhe crew mess,
12 That's where Lhe hatch s, That's the hatoeh we came in
13 and out of.
14 And when we boarded and it was Lhe hatch we
Th went oufr whoen we discmbarked,
1% And they had a diver there ready To Go.
V7 MR. TYRRELL: He was all decked outr in the

et
Q0

scuba equipment?

19 . MR. UALL: FHe was ready to go. Rul, !hey

20 couldn't, yeou know, Lhey couldn't Taunch hin bocause
g 21 the seas were just ftoe rough. IfF they'd opencd Lhat
22 halch, they would have taken on water.
23 MR. TYRRETLL: Did Lhey make an announcement -
e Lo that effeot?
2C MR. HA&LL:  Yes, they did make an

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC.
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announcement, said, "You know, 1it's better 1L we just,
y?u know, foliow these 1ife boats around and make surco
tgat wa've rondered aussistance, "

See, rthey nover saw anybody in the walor who
wasn't already in the life boat. And they said:

"we'd just better follow them around until we
get Coasl. CGuard on here, or we're going Lo have bigger
problems getting pcople trying to disembark them from
life rafly and try to pul them on the boan.”

They were all aboul Lrying to figure oul how
Lo render assistance. They had the messes set up for
emerdgencies.  They had old Lhe first aid kits laid out.

The reason I know all this is when we
aclueally came back Lo Lhe crew mess, Lheir stuff was
everywhere, And they had Uto Lhen start putting 1t back
Lo make room in the crew mess.

T didn't sce what they did in the ward room,
but we were told earlicr the ward room can he sel up
for an operating room. They obviously didn't need itT.

But, I Lhink thev tricd te -- they had a big
rope ladder. 1 think they tried to put it over Lhe
conning Lower, and it was just a problom.

MR. TYRRELT.: T soo.

MR. HATT: o Lhcy felt they couldn't
properly take Lhe people out of the life boats wilthout
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getting them hurt more. And it was better off to just-

- parden me?

-
-

MR. TYRRELL: Oh, I'm sgorry. I had ro clear
my throat.

MR. HALL: T think Lhey thoudht it was better
just Lo fcllow them around Lhe submarine and keep | rack
of everybody until the Coast Guard gol. Lhere.

MR. TYRRKLL: Okay.

MR. HALL: DBut they were all aboul, i1t they
could, rendering assislance. |

Now had this been somewhere eise and Lhoy
woren'l relatively close to shore, I1...

(BEGIN TAPE 8, SIDE B:)

MR. TYRRELL: When you say tha scas wore
wasthing over Lhe boal, you're saying they were washing
over the submarine?

MR. HALL: Yes. You see that when vou see
all the pictures here.

MK. TYRRELL: Okay.

MR. HALL: I couidn't tell it then bhut T see
all the, you know, they show these submarincs ovory
damned dsy.  And all)l you have Lo do 1s see and the
walor washes right over the top of thom. .

MR, LYRRELL: You're talking about the (ilm
thoy're showing on Lelevision?

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC.
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T MR. HALL: Yes. Yes. Yes. You can see 1L
2 wash over.
3 MR. TYRRFELL: Right.
1 MR. HATL: And that hatch is right aft of Lhe
5 conning rtower.
£ MR. TYRRElIL.: Right.
7 MR. HALL: About tcn feet, maybe.
8 . MR. TYRRKLL: Could you Lcll me something
8 about, 1f I could take you back to when you were in the
10 control room when they were -- aller lunch.
11 Can you tell mc if people wore moving aboul?
12 MR, HALL: During Lhese maneuvers?
13 MR. TYRRFIT.: Yes.
14 MR. HALL: T think yocu picked a spol that you
15 weren't in anybody's way but, yel, you could hang on o
ih something.
17 MR. TYRRELL: Okay.
15 MR. HALL: Baocause, you know, on Lhese
19 mancuvers, you went at these angles. You did have ta
20 hang on.
'v 2 MR. TYRRELL: But, vyou weren't rold Lo stand
22 in & porticular place? You picked a convenient spot?
23 Everybody? )
X MR. HIAIT,. Well, Lhe Captain was rvight in
25 front of Lhe periscope and there's a console. In my
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1 particular cassg, there was a littie jumpseal in front
2 of that censole and I sat on that jumpseat.
3 - nd zo everybody basically was behind me.
4 But, earlicr in the day -- there's plenly ol room in
2 that control roomn.
) I mean it's Liéht but there's plealy of room,
! I den't think I ever ~- I don't think anvbody had a
8 problem wilh enough room or places te stay and stand in
4 where you can see everything in addillon Lo the seamen
10 thal. were on duty there.
11 MR. TYRRELL: Was rhere a lol ol Lalking
12 going on in the cenbrol room? |
13 MR. HALL: | don't think s0. You ¥now,
14 yoeu're anticiparing -- first of all, you don't know
15 what Lo say. And you're anticipating hearing what Lney
16 say.  You want to hear what they say.
17 S¢ I don't -- T don't recall any talking.
18 MR. TYRRELL: !¢ understand thal there was --
19 I think his name was Captain Huger? He was like a tour
24 guide? 1s that correct?
y 21 MR, NALL: He wasn'lt a Lour guide. o was
22 the Chiet ot Stail for the Admiral of the submarine.
23 MR. TYRRFLI.: Riqht. X
24 MR. HATL: And he was abosrd as our 1iaison.
25 MR. TYRRELL: Did he help arrange for the

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC,
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1 visit?
Z MR. HALL: Notm thal 1'm awdre of.
3 : MR. TYRRELL: Is it normal - you probably
4 wouldn't know the answer tc that.
5 Well, did he say that it was normal Lo have
6 such a high-ruanking officer accompany o tour?
! ME. HALL: Rell, he's { won't say only a full
8 bhird colonel, but he is a full bird celonel. You know,
3 Lhat. T would cousider that high-ranking.
19 He is a former submarine commander. Why o
1 way there, I don't know. Bul I think thoy do probably
e send a representative out when they take thesce Lours,
i3 T mean I assume that. T don't know that £or sure,
14 MK. TYRRELL: Okay, but he hadn't beocn a
i5 point of contact before?
i6 MR. HALL: [ neveyry met him untlil that
17 morning.
18 MR. TYRRELL: Or talked Lo him on Lhe phone?
19 MR. HALL: I never talked (o him on the phone
0 until that morning.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. ALL right.

893
—

MR. HATI.: Nice guy. He was rost of the Lime

27

23 alter Lhis accidenl happened, and a lot of times, ho
ey wae Lhoe individual that would come and back Lo LI
25 torpode room and try to tell us what was aoing on.
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i think they weres concernced aller this

accident happened that we were ckay emotionally becausc
they kepl -- he kept coming nack and Lorth and saying,

"Iy cverybody all right? Anything | can get you?" You

kiow .

And ithen he weould tell us what he knew.
Because thero was some -- what T didn'l tell you, ths
one sconario, 1s when we wore down than torpedo room,
thare was at nno poilnt that come acrouss —-- and L azssune

is when rthe Coast Guard got on staticn -- th

[

h)

this

somchow somebody must have communicated with the arow
because there was word come down one Lime Lhals

"It looks like evverybody who was on the ship
gol. oul. and they're2 in 1ifeboats . ”
And we werce all elated and happy. And Lhen

iLoceuldn't have been Lon miputesz more and they como

back and sald:

"No, there was thirty-five on hoard, thare's
only twenty-six in the lifeboat. We're missing nine.”

And vou just went right to, you know, vour
emoltions wenl slralght down to the bottom rhen.

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. HALL: S ol owas kind of o rollor-anaster

ride in that rogard ftor emotions.
We were, you know, in the -- when they were
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Lo rendder ¢ssilglance, we

out of the way once we gol to Lhal Lorpodo room.

PAGE 34/4:¢

| i
-t

were basically tolally

We later moved back inlo Lhe aflicers ward
coom. NS a group, we all sat in there. And pretty

auch cut of the way of everybody, as o group, which was

more comlortable Lor us because that torpads room,

basically, you're standing in an eisle.
There's

off your leet, you know.

MR. TYRRET.T.: Right. Okay. Tz thaere

anything clse that we haven't discussad troat vou

T shouwid kpow aboul?

MR. HALL: Well, I was trying to think

1 think of sometching when

—
3
@
o
[}
(/]
'
'._A

Un... no.

r2iking to you,

~om
~OY

MR. '"YRRELL: Well, 1f vou do think of

something and iL's lmporvant, L'd approeciate i)

wolld give me a call.

MR, HALL: 1 could tell

came back and taiked to us when we were in

room for five minutes maybe -- 1 won't say teon,

minulos.

Hie Loild us that the accident happencd and

thet, you knew, wo were rendering assislance.

think he oame and talked to us unbi il
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1 had been taken out of lile ralt and taken back by the

2 Coast Guard.

3 - Then came on and said, "We're determining

4 whether we'll stay on site.”

5 Recause at that point, you know, we [rgurcd

6 we'd be heading back in. I think thaty's when he came

7 and told us thal they were going to need Lo stay out

8 there and assist in the scarch and rascue.

9 it didn't make all our people too happy.

10 Put, vou kpow, this is a situation. You make Lho bost
11 of it and do what you have. Lo do.

12 MR. TYRRELL: Right.

13 MR. HALL: So, as a group, we pretty well

14 stayed in the officers ward room. They fed uz. | mean
15 there wasn'l wuch for us to do. We jusl played cards.
16 And, larer on, Lhey found an area Zor us to
17 get in the bunks. But that submarine poepping around

18 like & cork on the walter was not real comfortable.

19 MR. TYRRELL: T'LL het,
20 MR. HALL: DBecause it's not made to do that.

- 21 MR. TYRRELL: Righl.

22 MR. HALL: 'Those seas are rough enough. You
23 know, al. that poinl, Lhe poople who hadn'l Laken any .
24 seasickness tablets, we all took them becanse we

25 thought wo were going to be popping around Lhere for a
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1 Tong Lime.

7 . MR. TYRRELL: Uid the Captain ever say why

3 th; accident happened? Did he qive any kind of

4 gxplanation to you?

5 ~ MR. HALL: No.

6 MR. TYRRET.T.. Ng?

7 MR. HALL: He did -- he did -- that morning

3 onn our way in, which is 8:30 or 9 o'clock in Lhc

9 morning, I remember him coming lale lhe, boecause few ol
0 us, we all staved up as late as we conld.

i T mean time goes really slow Ln a silualion
12 like that. You're all in a small room and there's not
13 nuch you zan do and there was a peint wheore he came in
14 rhat morning, that Satnrday morning, and said:
ib | "Liston, titdis is an incernational incidens.
16 it's a8 tragedy and I don'l kaow whal's going to happen
17 here.  But, [ will tell you that you need to just tecll
18 tne Lruth, not embellish the truth., Il you don'l know
la something, don't say something or don't rthink what you
20 think happcened. Unly say what you saw and what

i 21 actually happened. And, tell the truth.”

22 He said ha'd enjoyed having us on. L mean he
23 conldn't have becn more professional, guite frankly. i
24 He coutldn't have been rore nice and accommodating. 1
Y mean he had unbelioveble gricl aond sarrow.  You could
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He was, you know, and the crew took on o
demecanor of being shook up, Lou. ‘they went about their
business but nobody -- they didn’'t talk about it. !
mean thcy werc all -- they all knew that thiy was going
Lo be some kind of major problem.

And that morning, T had breaxisst and 1 san
in the crews mess with the Chicf and he said:

"You know, Ll am sL111 pinching myscll. I
don't believe this happened. | don't beiieve we hit
Lhat, -=- T don'lh believe this happened.

The crew just rouldr't beilieve this actually
happened.

MR. TYRRELL: RNid any ol Lhe crew Lhal you
talkad to make any comment about why it happened?

M. HATL: Ne. 1 dor't think tihere was
anybody even made a -- there was not discussion, at
least amongst us or around us. 1 don't know whot L hoy
aid anongsl Lheonselves.

But I can tell you we had an officer with us
the whole timé, even when we were in the ward room,

We weren't there silting there by ourselves.

we had a younqg officer the entire time. Cur -
Babysitter, bkasically, is all.
nnd he couldn't have beon more secomnodat.ing,
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a nice guy. Buf, you know, they all knew thai Lhis is
not supposed to happen. QOkay?
) MR. TYRRELL: Right.
MR. HALL: And of course they're in rhe Navy.
They understand these things a lol more than wo
understood,

It's the lasl Lhing we expected to happen. T
can assure you ol Lhal.

MR. TYRRELL: We had received a repori from
somebody Lhall alcohol had becen scrved to the guests on
the submarine. Can you --?

MR. HALL: 1 wish.

MR. TYRRFLI,: (Laughing).

MR. HALL: | could rell you that issue came

up when we wers siltting in thoe ward room Lhers siier

apout four or five hours. And, God, could we use a
drink..

And I remember asking this officer babysitter
and he said, "There's no alcohol on bhoard this shap.
Nel allowed,”

There was no alcchol -- of any type. DBut,
boy, could we have used a drink after sitting in Lhat
ward roowm for hours.

Becausa | orewembor us sll kind of saving,
"Could we have g d:ink?" Because we were playing

EXECUTIVE CCURT REPORTERS, INC.




-« SENT BY: NAVY JAG ; 703 814 742C; MAR-18-. 5:15; PAGE 38/4i

, 18

L cards.  And, wcli,'that‘s abscolutely false.

2 ] MR. TYRRELT.: ALl right, then. T Lhink wc've
3 cd&ered everything. And I really appreciate you

4 getting up early to talk to me today.

5 MR. HATT.: Woll, that's fine. I gave -- did
6 Mr. Clary call you yesterday?

7 MR. TYRRELL: No, | haven't

8 ~ MR. HATLL: He talked to me yesterdday and [

g teld hiim yeu ware trying Lo get a2 hold ¢f him.
10 MR. TYRRELL: Right.
11 MR. HALL: T gave him yeur number.

17 lle said that he was driving Lhrough
13 Washington today. You'll probably get a call from nim
11 today.

15 MR. TYRRELL: Great.

1€ MR, HALL: I think hc¢'s headed nome.

i7 And his phone doeun'l work real well becausze
15 it's geliing jammed., And 1 gave him your number, and
19 Trm sure hae's going Lo call you.
20 MR. TYRRELL: That would be great bacauss

y 21 was calling him yesterday.

22 MR. HALL: You won't get Lhrough.

23 MR. TYRRELL: Ne¢, it was just continually -
24 busy, you know, everyv time I callad.

MR. HALL: He sald it's broke, basically.

re
«
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1 MR. TYRRZLL: T thoughl maybe he had taken

? the phone off the hook, you know.

3 . MR. HALL: He's not homc. He was in Florida

4 and he was driving to -- I think he lives in

5 Massachusetts,

& MR. TYRRELL: Oh, okay.

7 MR. HALL: Bug, I did give him your name and

2 number and told him you were Lrying to g=t a hold of

9 hiim.

10 MR. TYRRELL: Well, L appreciate Lhat.

Ii let me give you my mailing address so that if
1z you Linad that letter from the Navy, you'l! be abloe Lo
13 mail a copy to nme.

14 MR. HALL: Yes, sir.

15 MR. TYRRELL: Tt's Lhe NalLlonal

) Trensportation Sufety Board, Office of Marine Safety,

v 490 L'infant Plaza Fast, Washingtoen, D.C. 2i1p code i
+8 20591,

19 MR. HANLT,: Okay.

20 MR. TYRRKLIL: And I really appreciate dt.

g 27 MR. TALL: I'll look for it.

72 MR. TYRRELL: ©Okay. Weclil once again, Lhank

23 you very much. -
24 MR. MHALL: Thanx you, sir.

29 MR. TYRRFELL: All right, byc-byo.
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